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Didactically, Simion Brnutiu treats a lage spectrum of issues, adressingetyaf
fields : the History of Philosophy, Logics, Metapgigs, Pedagogy, Ethics, Empiric
Psychology and AestheticsaBiutiu is considered the first professor to lecturéhie
Romanian language academical courses on philosaifbigics.
The course The History of Philosophy, lecturedassy, in the period 1855- 1864,
refers to an ample corpus of chritics of the higtafrphilosophy, containing analysis on
an overwhelming number of philosophers. The stuglkapt at the Library of the
Romanian Academy in Bucharest, the Romanian maiptisor 5439, and is part of a
donation of luliu Maniu, great grandchild of thestsr of Birnutiu. The book is a
veritable philosophical periplus, belonging to aadoopener: after refering to the
concept of history of philosophy, the author trdedescription of the philosophy of the
Ancient Orient, he stops on the Greak philosophylato and after the great Greak
thinker, for closing his intercession with the agke Albertus Magnus, in the first
centuries of the past millennium.
The sources of the course, the variants of the itsMbcation in the age are relevantly
commented by lortusac.

Being a theoretical thinker,@nuiu was a ,spirit withdrown in himself,
pondering a lot on the topic before expressinguitvords®. He chooses the
influences, proving himself permeable to modelsrinitenslaved to them.

! See: Simion Brnutiu The History of Philosophy-Istoria filosofieigl.1, edition princeps after
manuscript, made by loan ChindriMihai-Teodor Racovan, Gavril Matei, coordinated by:

loan Chindrg, foreword by: Mihai-Teodor Racaain, edition notice by: loan ChingrBucharest,
Romania Press Printing House, 2000;vol.ll, edipanceps after manuscript, made by loan
Chindris, lonu Isac, Mihai-Teodor Racoyn, afterwordSimion Birnugiu and the Attraction of the
Ancient Classicism-SimioniBufiu si atracsia clasicismului antidy lonu Isac, Bucharest,
Romania Press Printing House, 2002, pp.209-220.

G. Bogdan-Duig, op.cit, pp. 139-140. Ac. to Mihai-Teodor Ractan, foreword to: Simion
Barnutiu The History of Philosophy-Istoria filosofieol.1, p.4.
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The model for this course is the study of Wilhelmadgott Krug
Geschichte der Philosophie alter Zeit, vornehmiioker Griechen und Rémern,
next to numerous passages taken from the studyr®esgile si doctrinele
filosofilor by Diogene Laértios or from the work ¢fie Roman philosophers
Cicero and Seneca.

G. Bogdan- Duig remarks the influence of the German and French
Enlightenment upon 8nutiu. From the knowledge acquired in Carei, Blaj and
Sibiu he will shape his social- political idease thntitheological and antifeudal
attitude, of visible Enlightenment provenance. RButthe philosophy courses
Barnutiu pleads for sintetism. Between the Enlightenmieieis of Herder or
Lessing and those of KantaButiu will incline towards Kantianism.

The course starts with observations in the manfigfrag and Kant
regarding the concept, the matter, the form, théhauology, the periodization
and the sources of philosophy. The research dfisgtery of philosophy is made
in the spirit of ,the wise from Kdnigsberga™: “...ghlists, under Kantian influ-
ence, the dogmatical method, sceptical or chriticlabosing the latter and using
it throughout the study. The preliminary conclustonwhich his philosophical
conscience leads him (...) is the one validated bystibsequent exegesis of the
universal history: we find the properly beginnirafghis history at the Greeks, at
the moment of the first searches of a reasonaloteiple in the multitude of the
manifestation of the absolufe”

The inclination towards the rationalism of the slaal Greek Antiquity,
pre-Christian, evident in his historical- philosagi intercession, is due to the
influence of the rationalism (Wolff, Baumeisterd, the triad of the classical
German philosophy Kant-Fichte-Hegel (the first okeewn through the “way”
of Krug, with his studies: System der theoretiscRéilosophie and System der
praktischen Philosophie) as well as the studiesenadioad (Brnutiu passes his
Ph.D at Pavia, a place of event of the westernem@sic rationalism).

Naturally, a question was raised, if the study iohiSn Barnutiu Istoria
filosofiei (The History of Philosophy) includes elents of originality. Com-
pared to the German model: Krug (The History of i&nt Philosophy, espe-
cially of the Greeks and Romans-Istoria filosofitichitii, cu deosebire a
grecilor si romanilor) and Kant (Critique of Pure Reason-Caitrgiunii pure),
he will linger more upon the original texts and nopbeir hermeneutics. Com-
pared to the former exegetical sourcesynBiu will bring personal notes-
perennial proofs of philosophical conscience andligon. The complexity of
these contributions, in spite of some contestaies is hard to be denied.

% Jonu Isac,Simion Birnufiu and the Attraction of the Ancient ClassicismiSmBarnuyiu si
atragia clasicismului anticafterword toThe History of Philosophy- Istoria filosofjeiol.ll, p.210
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For sure, Brnuiu’'s viewpoints about the historical background in
which his philosophical ideas were born, are moeemanent than the ones
belonging to the sources. The professor speakstadheuwstrong bond between
philosophy and language, between philosophy anétyodn the spirit of his
faimous militancy: ,In the history of philosophyrcéake place only those opin-
ions, which it deserves for their originality, th@itern complex and the influ-
ence upon the philosophy of the contemporary aedptsterity”/Paragraph 5-
note, p.14/

Simion Birnuiu is meritory for adapting the ideas of Kant andigto
the Romanian patterns: he will reorganize the wineégerial, he will give new
dimensions to the chapters- by compression or lgnsion-, he will reformulate
the content of ideas, giving it a modern shapep@rdo the Romanian ambiance,
whose philosophical vocabulary was still frail. Hera eloquent passage for the
pamphleteer verve, the expressiveness and thariiteirtues of the philosophi-
cal terminology of Brnutiu: ,Acest period, vorbind propriamente, e periodul
servituii ratiunii omenati, cici si genii cei mai emingn ai seculului Tng
tremurau de fulgerile vaticanulgi de carcerile Inquigiunii (sic- n.n.). Ei n-
aveau voie & vorbeass si si scrie cum cugetau, de aceea filosgfiaatiunea
nice n-au fcut vreun progres in acest lung period. In limbatjod s-ar putea
numi acest lung period somnulticmii, Tncatsi ideile cele mai mari ale unor
barbai din acest period Tricni se arat numai ca nite visuri, care aveau
hsemiitate numai pentru cei ce le visgupentru acgtia numai atunci cand fi
duceau la tribunalul inchiginii (sic- n.n.) sacre, caasaspund la ce visau ga
(Campanella, Galilej.a.)™.

Simion Barnutiu’s dimension of an historical philosopher makes a
impression by a sistematizing vocation, scientifieasterity and conscious
modernity. Perhaps not by chance B.P. Hasdeu cemesidBirnugiu ,the father
of the Romanian peopl&”

The force of the philosophical intercession afriBtiu is given also by
the consonance with the present educational-moralksn The Professor’s
pleading proves to be exemplary throughout the weast ,lIstoria filosofiei
deprende mintea cai sugete de puterea sa, o ifiva cunogte metodica
cugetirii stiengifice, ratacirile acesteia, precumgi causelesi urmarile acestor
rataciri. Istoria filosofiei are influeta in toate stientele si in istoria lor,
specialmente 1n istoria religiurii a umaniitii, pentru é@ ratiunea e fundamentul
a toal stienta. Istoria filosofiei, ca studiu, are influgnmare in cultura miii

4 Mihai- Teodor Racovan,ibid p.4.
® lonu Isac,ibid, p.219.
® Mihai- Teodor Racovan, ibid p.5.
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omenagti, pentru @ cercetaregi espunerea materiei ei cere una incordare de
puteri spirituali”.

The study of the philosophical course manuscripts Barnuiu,
diversified in terms of thematic and of an impressiwealth, disclose the
constant interest of the professor for the iderdifon of the historical cross-
references to the systematic chapters, as welbrathé tracking of the system
elements in the succession of the theories:”"Evdrearerywhere in Brnutiu the
philosophical historiography and historiology amterconnected with the
sistematical philosophy, and the latter with thecislogical and political
philosophy, very modern and topical” From this point of view, of the moder-
nity, analyzes the eminent thinker D.D.gRa the philosophy of 8nutiu, in the
essay Brnugiu the European (EuropeanuifButiu) .

In Barnuiu's view the reason is an expression of freedohe t
philosophy has the important role of contributimgthhe shaping of the human
being, to the changing of its condition, viewed ooly as a ,thinking reed”
(,trestie ganditoare”), but also as a vivid present the fortressWe will find
observations on this topic also in his Pedagogyd#Begie) and Empiric
Psychology (Psihologie empitic lectures: ,Poterea cea mai nobile a omului e
ratiuneasi facultatea de ai determina voira cu libertate, ceea ce e strans unit cu
raiunea”.

On the &' of June 1854, Simion MBnutiu obtains at his doctoral
dissertation the title of Dr. of Civil and Crimineaw. That fall, the government
of Moldavia proposes to him the Logics Departmenttlze Academical
Gymnasium in lassy, which he will accept startinghwanuary 1855.”In Logics
(...) he develops the former attempts in this dioec and foreruns, to a
remarkable degree of philosophical thinking, Titwaibtescu’s lectures about
Logics™®.

Among the studies written during the years of hisfgssorship it is
necessary to mention the Ethics lecture and, abtyéhe Metaphysics lecture,
an essential study for the rationalist spirit @ftiu, where we distinguish the
inclination towards materialism and an obvious detaent from the German
source (W.T.Krug). ,Omul e destinat, de la najfwpre a fi domn preste lucrurile
naturii”- states Brnutiu, contrary to the theory of Rousseau, which we'tdiind
with Krug.”Unii zic ci statul neculturii ar fi mai folositor omului affit respectul

" lonu Isac,ibid, pp. 213-214.

8 |bid, p.218.

? Ibid.

12 Radu PantazBimion Birnusiu.His Work and ThoughSimion Birnusiu. Operagi gandirea,
Bucharest, 1967, p.68. Ac. to loan Chigd8imion Brnufiu. National Sovereignity and European
Integration. A Hermeneutics of Texts...- SimiamByiu. Suveranitate n@onala si integrare
Europeam. O hermeneuticde texte.,.p.28.
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fizic, catsi morale, In§ aceasta este agre fira temei; numai cultura cea féls
si rau aplicall poate fi strigtorie™".

.The man of the high ideals” (“Om al idealurilor rime”)- the way
loan Chindr defines hin¥, a man whose deeds surpass words, SimiwnuBu
will vehemently and fervently volcanic express hiffisn 1842, and then in
1848. All his articles show the knowledge of thetidal law philosophy, which
will urge to appeal unjust decisions of some in$itihs of legislative nature.

Removed from Blaj, cancelled from his status asofegsor (in october
1845), Simion Brnutiu decides to study law. He will register at thex@a
Academy of Law in Sibiu, founded in 1844, which 1846 was calling the
young people to come ,only to Sibiu”, abondoning tHungarian schools.
Between 1846-1848, in Sibiu, he will become acqegirwith a new principle,
favorite, concerning the philosophical bases of.ldwtis about the legal
philosophy of Friedrich Karl Savigny, a known thetician of the Historical law,
author of the study Vom Beruf unserer Zeit fir Gegebung und
Rechtswissenschaft (Heidelberg, 1814).

It is known that, due to the lack of appropriatexdrted teachers, Simion
Barnugiu will teach at the Academical Gymnasium in lasdlythe subjects of
philosophical profile. ,P&n la Barnutiu, nici un profesor de filosofie din
Transilvania, Moldovasi Tara Romaneascnu a tratat probleme atat de
diverse”(,Until Barnuiu none of the Philosophy professors in Transsybdjan
Moldavia andTara Roméanegchas treated such various issues”) - notes Radu
Pantazi®. In the school year 1859/1860, he was teachinqidifi's per week:
Roman Law, Natural Law, Romanian Public Law, Pedggdesthetics, Ethics,
History of Philosophy etc. ,Din ace&simperioad necesitate pedagogis-au
nascut faimoasele sale lder din perioada igeard”(,Out of this indispensable
necessity were born his faimous studies of theogeof lassy”)- highlights loan
Chindrig*.

The disciples from lassy will edit for him, posthously, three studies
of Law theory: Dreptul public al romanilor (186Dreptul naturale privat (1868)
and Dreptul naturale public (1870). There are still stage of manuscript
important studies of law: Despre condiitni, Doctrina dreptului ngei, Dreptul
gintilor.

Bibliography: 1. Barnuiu Simion- Istoria filosofiei, vol.l, edie prin-
ceps dup manuscris, realizatde loan Chindgi Mihai- Teodor Racovan,

" Ditto, op.cit, p.67. Ac. to loan Chindgloc.cit, foreword, pp.32-33.
2 bid, p.18.
3 bid, p.66
% bid, p.31.
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Gavril Matei, coordonator: loan Chingri(2000); vol. Il, edie princeps dup
manuscris, realizatde loan Chindgj, lonu Isac, Mihai- Teodor Racoyn, post-
fata: Simion Barnutiu si atragia clasicismului antic de loguisac, Bucurgti, Edi-
tura Romania Press,2002. Bogdan- Duig, G., Viata si ideile lui Simion
Barnugiu, Bucureti, Cultura Naional, 1924. 3.Chindris loan (1999)- Simion
Barnugiu. Suveranitate nepnali si integrare Europedn O hermeneutic de
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Karpuna - Anekcanapa Kuopueit
HEMEIKOE IPOCBEIHIEHUSA U ET'O BJIUSAHUE HA PYMBIHCKY1O JIU-
TEPATYPY
CumuoH bapHuUTY cunTaeTcst IepBBIM MPOGECCOPOM, KOTOPBIH YUTAI JISKIINH Ha PY-
MBIHCKOM SI3BIKE, POBOIIIT aKaJleMUIeCKHe Kypchl Ha Gprtocopckre TeMbl. OH BIUSET
Ha ayJUTOPHIO, JI0Ka3bIBas €if BHyTPEHHHUE ONIYIICHMS 110 BHICKa3bIBAEMON TIpoldIieMe.
KitoueBbie cnoBa: @unocodust, [Ipocsenienre, TeKIUHA, COBPEMEHHOCTh, JTHKA.

Karpina - Onekcanapa Kuopueit
HIMELBKE ITPOCBITHUIITBO TA MOI'O BILIMB HA PYMYHCBKY
JITEPATYPY
CuMuoH bapHUTY BBaXa€eThCsI MEPIIUM MPOGECOPOM, SIKHIA YUTAB JICKIT 3 pyMYHCh-
KOIO MOBOIO, IPOBOJIMB aKaJeMiuHi KypcH Ha dinocodebki Temu. Bin BrnBae Ha
ayIUTOPIO, JOBOISYH ill BHYTPILIHI BIIYTTS 32 BUCIOBIIOBAHOK MIPOOIEMOIO.
Kitouosi ciosa: ®imocodist, OcBira, Jiekii, cydacHicTs, ETnka.
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