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The People’s Republic of China occupies a large Asian territory — about 9.6
million square kilometers. It has eight landforms on its territory, including deserts,
different types of forests, and steppes (fig.1). Such geographical positions provide great
biodiversity in the People’s Republic of China.

Figure 1 — China’s landforms

The first wildlife protection law was adopted in the People’s Republic of China
in 1956, but real activity to protect the forest and other unique territories started only
in the middle of 1980. The most famous and popular wild animal in the People’s
Republic of China is a panda. Reserve for giant panda was established in 1963. In 2024,
the population of giant pandas in the People’s Republic of China was about 1900, two
times more than in 1960.

Great achievements in wildlife protection were made in 2002 - a three-month
ban for fishing in the Yangtze River, a trade ban on ivory in 2017, and a trade ban on
tigers, rhinos, and their products in 2018. 2020 became a year when wildlife
consumption was banned.

Progress in wildlife protection can't be achieved without forest protection. Rapid
industrialization and urbanization caused deforestation in the 1940s in the People’s
Republic of China. Thanks to understanding the forest's role in air purification, today,
about 20% of China's territory is covered by forest, 2.5 times more than in 1949.

Land and wetland degradation is one of the most important problems that must
be solved in the next 5 years. The government prioritizes new, environmentally friendly
agriculture technologies to stop land degradation. To protect and preserve wetlands,
the People’s Republic of China uses instruments of the Ramsar Convention, which was
signed by China. Wetlands are important for bird biodiversity.

Governmental efforts and programs to reduce air and water pollution are
important for saving wildlife. Great progress was made in reducing greenhouse gas
emissions thanks to the Winter Action Plan in 2020-2024 in the two most industrial
regions.
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